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Mr. BUMPERS. I yield myself such 

time as I may use. 
Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, isn’t 

it wonderful that the hard rock mining 
companies don’t pay taxes? Isn’t that 
just remarkable? We give them billions 
of dollars’ worth of minerals for $2.50 
an acre, we allow them to create envi-
ronmental disasters, we allow them to 
take the minerals and not pay one 
dime in royalty, and they are not sub-
ject to pay any taxes. Isn’t that just 
wonderful? The oil companies, who 
right now are getting about 50 percent 
as much for their oil as they got a year 
ago, not only have to pay billions for 
the rights to drill for oil on Federal 
lands, but they also have to pay royal-
ties. And they pay taxes. 

If somebody walked in here and made 
the argument that was just made about 
the fact that mining companies pay 
taxes, if somebody made the suggestion 
that oil companies not pay taxes, you 
would be laughed out that door. If the 
same argument were made for coal 
companies who pay zillions just for the 
right to take the coal and a 12.5 per-
cent royalty, and if we suggested that 
they not have to pay taxes, you would 
be laughed out the door. 

What is it about the rock mining in-
dustry? We give them billions of dol-
lars’ worth of gold, silver, platinum, 
palladium; they create environmental 
disasters; they don’t pay a dime in roy-
alties; they take a depreciation allow-
ance on top of that of 15 to 12 percent; 
we give it to them and then pay them 
to take it. The children of this Na-
tion—we give 9 percent to the school 
district to take care of disabled chil-
dren. 

I can tell you who is going to win in 
this battle here today. It isn’t going to 
be the disabled children, it is going to 
be the same people who have won for 
the last 8 years, as I presented it. It 
will be the mining companies. They 
will continue to get Federal lands for 
nothing. They will continue to get a 
depletion allowance to mine it. They 
will continue not paying Uncle Sam 
one dime in royalty. If they come to 
your house and say, ‘‘You have this 
tract of land out back loaded with gold, 
and we would like to mine it,’’ do you 
know what they are willing to pay? 
Eighteen percent royalty. But they 
come to the U.S. Government and say, 
‘‘You have this tract of land that has 
gold on it.’’ We say, ‘‘Oh, really? Please 
take it. Please leave an environmental 
disaster to the tune of $76 billion for 
the taxpayers to clean up. Please don’t 
pay us any royalty. We do need a few 
billion dollars more for disabled chil-
dren, but not from you.’’ 

One of these days, the people of this 
country are going to rise up in right-
eous indignation when it finally soaks 
in on the American people what is 
going on in this industry and how Con-
gress is aiding and abetting one of the 
biggest scams in the history of the 
world. 

Colleagues, when you walk in here to 
vote today, look at that chart. You 

have a choice of removing an unjusti-
fied tax loophole that is not available 
to anybody else—nobody else. You can 
remove it from the biggest mining 
companies in the world—not the 
United States, in the world—and give 
it to the disabled children of this coun-
try, the school boards which have been 
waiting for us to fulfill a 23-year prom-
ise to provide 40 percent of the cost of 
taking care of disabled children. So far, 
we have paid the paltry sum of 9 per-
cent. 

I yield the floor and save remainder 
of my time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 
yields time? 

The Senator from New Mexico has 3 
minutes 14 seconds remaining. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, many 
of us have heard people say, ‘‘Kick 
them when they’re down.’’ I guess we 
all recall when we were in high school. 
If you went to a high school football 
game, the cheerleaders would say, ‘‘Hit 
them again. Hit them again, harder, 
harder.’’ 

Mr. President, the mining industry in 
the United States led by the copper in-
dustry is in a deplorable economic 
state. As a matter of fact, copper is 
down 30 percent. Already in America, 
copper mines have been closed. All 
mineral resources in the world are 
down substantially. Oil production in 
the United States is down. Stripper 
wells are going out of business rapidly. 
We are more and more dependent upon 
foreign sources for our mineral re-
sources, and for our oil. 

Frankly, the GAO tells us that the 
mining industry pays an enormously 
high tax. In fact, the study says on av-
erage they pay 32 percent of the in-
come. They already contribute $14 bil-
lion to the Federal Government in rev-
enues. 

Mr. President, it is obvious that this 
amendment will cause more disrepair 
in the industry, fewer jobs, laying off 
people. In fact, we might call it the 
‘‘Unemployed Miner Act.’’ 

Second, in terms of money for dis-
abled young people, let me first say the 
budget before us has $2.35 billion in 
new money for IDEA, for the disabled 
young people of our country. We think 
that is a very, very significant add-on 
when the President only put a few mil-
lion dollars in his. We think it is the 
right place to put the money. But we 
have already put it in our budget. We 
don’t need to destroy the mining indus-
try in order to live up to our responsi-
bility under IDEA and to disabled chil-
dren. We found the money to do it in 
our budget. 

It seems to me that to pick one tax, 
one deduction, the depletion allowance, 
and from that assume that the mining 
industry, coal mining and all the oth-
ers, are not paying any Federal taxes is 
an absolute gross exaggeration, if not 
an untruth. As far as environmental 
degradation, since we have had envi-
ronmental laws, our mining companies 
are not causing environmental deg-
radation. They are bound by every sin-

gle environmental law of this land. And 
a statement that they are polluting 
today is also a gross exaggeration, if 
not truly an untruth. 

When time is all yielded, I will move 
to table and ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

The Senator from Arkansas has 1 
minute 25 seconds. 

Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, how 
much time do the opponents have? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time 
of the Senator from New Mexico has 
expired. 

Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, I will 
not belabor this any further. Every-
body knows the argument. It is just a 
question of whether you are willing to 
do right or not. We are mining $2 bil-
lion worth just in gold a year off Fed-
eral lands that we have given the min-
ing companies—gave them. They pay 
no royalty. They didn’t pay anything 
for it. I forget who it was who talked 
about how valuable minerals were. 
Eighty percent of the gold mined in 
this country goes for jewelry. And we 
are willing to subsidize that to the 
tune of hundreds of millions of dollars 
a year when we have disabled children 
in school waiting for us to fulfill a 
promise? It is just as simple as that. 

I yield the remainder of my time and 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DOMENICI. I move to table the 
Bumpers amendment, and ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second on the motion of the 
Senator from Arkansas? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second on the motion to 
table? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 9 a.m. 
having arrived, the Senate will now go 
into executive session to consider Cal-
endar Nos. 461 and 462. 

The first nomination will be stated. 
f 

NOMINATION OF G. PATRICK MUR-
PHY, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DIS-
TRICT OF ILLINOIS 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of G. Patrick Murphy, 
of Illinois, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of Illi-
nois. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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